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DEDICATION 


To the dauniless pioneers Rue! hopes and dreams 
have been realized in a prosperous community of ‘staunch, 
cooperative, hard-working SEN ANS this little “Souvenir 
Issue” is dedicated with high:courage and faith for the 


building of an ever greater and better | 


BIRD CITY, 


. 


2033168 


. 
B 


Shown here is an early Bird City Baseball 
Team (around 1908). Top row, left to right, unknown, 
Bret Waters:(manager), and Bill Taylor. Second 
row, left to right, unknown, John Woods, Ira Elliott, 
and Frank Elliott. Bottom row, Harry Weinstein, 
Mark Woods, and Frank Woods. 
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Bird City — Viewed From Top of School House — 1908 


Truly, the early pioneers of Northwest Kansas were inspired when they chose 
to plant a town in the \present site of Bird City. They thrilled to the promise of 
the rising sun and to the serene peace of the flaming sunset. Here in the heart 
of the great American Wheat Belt has risen a thriving community of isdustrious, 
progressive, God-fearing citizens, always ready to lend a helping hand to anyone 
in need and to cooperate in making any worthwhile project a reality. This fine 
cooperative spirit is evidenced by the interest and Support given to Church, school 
and community activities. 


In order that some of the achievements and activities of Bird City be pre- 
served, this souvenir issue of 1960 is an attempt to bring together items of 
interest from yesteryear and by listing activities and projects of today to show 
the continued growth and progress. 


Bird City’s first train — 1887 — This picture was presented to the Golden 
Jubilee Association by J. L. Payne of Canon City, Colo. 
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The Name Bird City... 


Bird City was named _aftcr 
Benjamin Bird, who came (to 
this county in 1882 and engaged 
in cattle business. He was Pre- 
sident of the Northwest Cattle 
Company and the land on which 
Bird City is built belonged to 
this company. It was opened 
for homestead settlement in 1869. 
One of Mr. and Mrs. Bird’s 
daughters,: Nellie, married Wiil- 
iam Munn, living north of Bird 
City on Big Timber. Benjamin 
Bird was L. A. Munn’s  grand- 
father. 


When Bird City first became 


The first newspaper was call- 
ed the Bird City News and was 
published by John and George 
Murray in 1886. The next paper 
was the Bird City Democrat. 
Mr. Fraker bought the News, 
Later George Lawless bought it, 
and the paper was moved to St. 
Francis and the name was 
changed. 

Kerndt Brothers built the first 
store in 1885. All supplies had to 
be hauled by team from Ben- 
kelman, Nebraska, the nearest 
railroad, The Post Office was 
in the same building, Mr. Mortiz 


was the first Postmaster. 
A brother Charles Mortiz mar- 
ried Sadie Gaunitz and they had 


the county seat on the 15th of 
May, 1886, the population was a- 
bout 1500. Many of the business two daughters, Mrs. Hertha 


buildings and residences were Benkelman and Mrs. Beulah Har- 
farther west than they are today. rison. 
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An early day 4th of July celebration shows the center well that was so pop- 

ular in those days. In 1887, the Tubular Well Co. contracted and started work 

on this well. They never finished the job, but later it was dug deeper and good 

water was found. Bird City later had three wells, a West well, a center well and 
an East well. 


Items From Bird City News 


Seventy-five Years Ago... 


Bird City is now’ wrestling 
with the water works question. 
Wind does not scem to be re- 
liable and now they want steam. 


We are requested to announce 
that a meeting of the Democrats 
of Cheyenne County will be held 
in the court house in Bird City 
the first Monday in January 1887 
for the purpose of organizing a 
Central Committee and_ trans- 
acting other business. 


Dr. Butler from’ Wano came 
Gver to Bird City last week and 
zssisted in the examination of 
the County treasurers books and 
reports the amount on hand as 
being $4,241.43 and everything 
as straight as a string. 


Advertisement of Howk & Sons 


Attention Farmers! ‘The time 
has arrived for cyclones, torna- 
does, therefore protect your: 
selves and insure with old Reli- 
able Phoenix Insurance Co. 


Calico._._5 cents per ‘yard, 
Ribbon -__ 10 cents per yd. 
Overalls __ 80 cents a pair. 


Pre 


This little washing mac- 
hine was invented by J. T. 
Maxon about 1885. Pic- 
tured by the invention is 
Annie; Trickett. 


One firm in Bird City pur- 
chased 30,000 bushels of corn 
that was raised in the vicinity. 


Bird City is preparing to have 
a. prand! time! on. July 4, “and 
kindly invites the people of 
the county to assist them in cele 
brating the national day. 

The St. Francis band will as- 
sist in furnishing the music. A 
ball game will be played between 
the two towns--winners to. re- 
ccive ae gold medal. (Note: 
Bird City- lost) Fine speakers, 
fast races, grand tire works and 
humerous other attractions. 


A story is going the rounds 
about a Bird City farmer who 
went into the drug store and for 
the first time saw a phonoevraph, 
He was told to drop a nickel in 
the slot and hear the music. He 
dropped his nickel—put the tube 
to his ear and after listening a 
second started for the door, 
“Gosh all fishhooks, Here comes 
a brass band and | left them 
mules unhitched.”’ 


Farmers are going to experi- 
ment with the following crops 
this summer--wheat, corn, bar- 
ley, potatoes, buckwheat, cotton, 
flax, tobacco, brocmeorn, millet 
and sorghums. 


Mri* AY’G” Trickett’ of Bird 
ety Tas’ put mea ye ft! mill 
with a four inch cylinder and 
at the great depth of 244 feet 
with 15 ft. of water, it throws 
700 gallons per hr. at this rate 
running 42 the time during the 
year it will amount to 1 inch ot 
water over 80 acres. If this 
proves to be a success the ques- 
tion of irrigating on the high di- 
vide has been solved (1895). 


There has never been a crowd 
here from the west side of the 
county that willingiy spent a cent 
in our city. 


Reminiscences ... 


By Mrs. Florence Hurley 


A copy of the following was 
placed in the corner stone of 
the present Cheyenne Co, Court 
House May 14, 1924. 

« 

“Thinking this would be a 
ereat opportunity to get free 
land and make the prairie blos- 
som as a rose and with opti- 
mistic thoughts of the future, my 
husband and I with one enild 
decided to try out a homestead 
in sunny Kansas, where land 
which had been used by cattle- 
men, was opened for settlement 
--so with high hopes of future 
possibilities, we left our homes in 
towa. 

(We ~-emicgrant ‘train that 
brought us and others was made 
up of twenty one freight cars 
and a passenger car attached 
for the families. The land had 
all been filed on in the fall be- 
fore and we arrived in Benkel- 
man February 22, 1886 our home- 
stead being northwest of Bird 
City. 

At that time everything was 
freighted from Benkelman, sod 
houses were built all over the 
prairies. One great difficulty at 
that time was lack of water. No 
well machines were in the coun- 
try to put down deep wells, and 
we would go five miles to a 
spring with wooden barrels and 
often the barrels were so dry 
that a good part of the water 
would have leaked out before 
getting home. 

We welcomed the rain for the 
crop and for the little water it 
would bring in the buffalo wal- 
lows so that the stock could 
have water. Afterwards, when 
a neighbor had a well put down, 
people would come for miles 4- 
round to get water. 

The first sod crop was very 
good and though not having much 
put out, was encouraging. 


As time went on and coal was 
hard to get, the buffalo chips 
were easily procurable and was 
a splendid substitute for other 
fuel, being dry and clean. 

Neighbors there were, though 
not living very close, but how 
dear they were to each one, now 
we all had the same thing t9 
go through, to assist at birth, to 
be happy with the young folks 
at weddings or sorrow with tnose 
who had death enter their home. 

Buildings loomed up as in a 
night and soon quite a town was 
started. The next postmaster 
A. Dobbs, followed by Mr. Bev- 
erstock, then Frank Van Doren, 
Ed Byers, who also came in 1886, 
homesteading near town was 
the next postmaster, taking it o- 
ver in 1900. Since then W. Pegg, 
W. T. Rogers, Cora Waters, Nell 
Waters, and down to our present 
one, Vertie Booth. 


Elliotts built and occupied the 
first hotel where the Farmers 
Bank now stands. The first 
church was built by the Congre-. 
gationalists and afterwards 
bought by the Methodist people. 
Mr. Smutz was the superintend- 
ent of the Sunday school and con- 
{tinued in that capacity until 
death. 

As near as I can recollect, Mr. 
Wycoff had an implement store 
and windmill fixtures. Charlie 
Fleck had the first meat mar- 
ket; Lanning and Antram held 
forth at the bank and did a big 
land. office business. 


Dr. Pegg and family have been 
an important factor in the life of 
the east side, coming here in 
1887. The doctor has been untir- 
ing in his practice as a physician 
and regardless of weather, any 
pay was coming or not, his ser- 
vices were always cheerfully gi- 
ven. 
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The County Seat... 


Bird City was once the County Seat of Cheyenne County. The following 
portions of newspaper articles taken from issues of The Cheyenne Co. Rustler, a 
St. Francis paper, published in January, 1889, tell much of the story of the loss 
of the County Seat to St. Francis. 


The recent purchase of a be held in the various voting 
Court House by our commis- precincts of Cheyenne Co. on 
sioners was the torch that ig- | Mebruary 26, 1889, for the pur- 
nited the flame and _ stirred the pose of voling upon the perman- 
people of Cheyenne County from ent location of the county seat 
center to circumference and will in Cheyenne County. 
prove the most disastrous move Voting place in Bird City. at 
that Bird City has ever made. the office of Dr.. Cave. 

The purchase of that courthouse Ivergreen Township--at Frank 

without permitting the people of Chipperfield’s, 

having an inkling of it was a Jefferson at the house of John 

transaction that showed upon its Watt. 

face a desire to take advantage Porter at the school house 

of them, and fasten a condition of District 2. 

affairs upon them that would Signed — J. O. Catlett, Co. Clerk 

forever render a removal of the Three places were named as 

county seat impossible, likely county seats, St; Francis, 
Bird City and Wheeler, St. Fran- 

Jan, 1889 cis received the most votes and 

NOTICE: Notice is hereby gi- is named the county seat for 
ven that a special election will Cheyenne County. 
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School District No. 45 in 1892. (taken by Squeeky Foster) Top row—left to 
right: John Maxon, Annie (Maxon) Trickett, Wesley Trickett, Nellie (Maxon), 
White, Sue (Trickett) Colt. Second row: Jay Manso, Pearl Maxon, Stella (Maxon) 
Waters, Della (Manso) Armstrong, Rose (Edwards) Russell. Third row: Lettie 
(Manso) Ikleman, Jimmie Shattuck, Inez Howell, teacher (sister of Ida Henery and 
Bernice Case ) and Louis Manso. Fourth row: Althea (Edwards) Combs, Carrie 
(Maxson) Brooks and Thetter (Cole) Zinn. 


Miss Amelia Trickett ‘ } 
was the first Hello girl. Around 1910, the Ladies Aid gave a play call- 
The Central office was ed “The Peak Sisters”. Pictured here are the 
in her parents’ home, Mr. ; : : 
and Mrs, A. G. Trickett women taking part in the play. “eft to right) 
in 1905. Mr. and Mrs, P. Dora Lane, Ella Weaver, l!one Byers, Nellie Skep- 


C. Gleason and daughter, 
Frances, now reside in 
the same house. She is Mary Byers, Lillie Casford, Ida Cram and Katie 
the late C. W. Trickett’s ; 

sister. The first tele- Shepherd. 
shone in Bird City was 

installed in 1903, Central 

office was in St. Francis 

at that time. 


per, Annie Trickett, Clara Kerndt, Mary Butler. 
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Photo Taken in 1909 — Top - row left to right: Frank C. Kellison, Olin E. 
Smith, Guy Bolyard, John A. Anderson, Walter Butler, J. B. High, Dr. Harry 
Johnson, Charles E. Hickman, Harry Dobbs, Wakeman Woodworth, W. Earl Byers. 
Second row: William Rogers. Third row: Jimmy Lamberton, Mr. ard Mrs. Con- 
fin, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Butler, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Elerick, Mr. and Mrs. Elerick, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stewart, Jemima Rogers. Fourth row: Walter and Edna Sha- 
han, Charley and Mollie Reed, Albert and Ella Weaver, Thomas and Elmira Shahan, 
John and Nellie Skepper. Fifth row: Ed J. Byers, Earl and Nellie Dobbs, William 
and Florehce Hurley, Wesley and Annie Trickett, Alonzo and Nettie Wyler, W. T. 
and Betty Rogers. Bottom row: Alice, John and Louise Trickett. 


Bird City News Items 


Fifty Years Ago. = bye 


Taken From 1912 Newspapers 


Wihen Dr. Pegg was going in Arnold Shields and femily left 
his car to make a_ professions} last Wednesday for their new 
call on W. Lebow, he ran ivto a heme at Galesburg, Kansas. They 
wire that was stretched across traded all of their land here for 
the road. The wire broke the & half section in. Eastern Kan-  . 
windshield, but the car was Sas. 
stopped before further damage 
was done. It is a dangerous bus- Mrs. Frank Overturf with her 
iness to have wires across sec ‘little daughter Helen, went to her 
tion lines. ’ ; old home at Elk Creek, Nebr 

ka. Frank is already beginning 

Mrs. Ethel] Scott returned home to think that batching is no lux- 
from St. Francis Tuesday after ury. 
nearly a week there making ; 
some of the ladies look like they Four of -Mry and Mrs. F. C. 
do in fashion mag yazines Kehlbeck’s children have been 

quite seriously ill at this time 

Fred Magley received a vaien- and. are under the care of br. 

tine the day before the 14th that Pege. At this. writing they are 
he and his wife are going tu showing signs of improvement. 
treasure for many years to come. 
The valentine was alive and very Mrs; Ed Bowans and child 
active. Mr. Magley is now papa from Gomez Palacio, Mexico 
to 5 bright boys and he intends arrived Saturday evening. Mir. 
to instruct them all in the ways Lowan’s house is rapidly nearing 
of farming. completion. 


This very neat and interesting looking store was the Pioneer Store of 1910. 
It was located where the Harrison building now stands. 
Pictured in the store are Leon Wilder and Ira Elliott. 


America’s Wheatheart... 
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In early days, many threshing crews like this were kept busy during the 
threshing season. This one belongs to Bret Waters. He spent many years thresh- 


ing in and around Bird City area. 


The name of Albert 
Weaver is synonymous 
with wheat; not many 
Bird City people think 
of wheat without remem- 
bering this great “wheat 
king” who is named in 
severa]| Kansas History 
books. His slogan was; 
“Grow the world’s best 
wheat, by my seed (Kan- 
red and Red Turkey)”. 
In 1925, Mr. Weaver not 
only raised 80,000 bush- 
els of wheat, but he rais- 
ed 8,00) bushels of pota- 
toes. 
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In 1916 our wheat rarest was melt antes! This is ; the Brubaker Breihere 
harvest machinery. Note the cook shack, covered wagons and bunk shack, 
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This is J. W. Shay’s 
wheat harvest on the 
Trickett farm in the ear- 
ly 20’s. 
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These 1 iisey combines are shown cutting wheat in Gordon Bastin’s field. 
Typifing a modern day harvest scene. 


CITY ORDINANCES AND RECORDS 


Ordinance 11 Section 7-- Cemetary ground purchased 
No person shall set fire to or for 187.50 from C. L. Antrama 

burn up any chips or shavings Aug. 2, 1887. 

or paper or rubbish in any . ' ; 

street, avenue, or alley or lot Site purchased for city water- 

and within 40 ft. of any building. Works from Northwestern Town- 


site Co. for $130.00. 
(March 7, 1887) 


Grdinance 9 First city election held Mon- 

Prohibiting lariating of any day April 4, 1887. A woman was 

animals on the sireets of Bird nominated for councilman in, 
City. } February of the same year. 
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The old Bird City School. When this picture was take 
were Adda (Ralesback) Hickert and Cora (Waters) McMillen. 
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Bird City in 19 left to right Front row— 


Clarence McCarthy, Marie Ward, Vernon Shahan, Opal Turner, Helen Ommen, 
Bernice Kelly, Helen Drath, (unknown) and Gladys Wildman. Second row: 


Harry Smith. Third row: Iron Mueller, Glen Anderson, Marx Drath, Fritz Kehl- 
beck, Harry Rambat, Elmer Mueller, Harvey Kellison and teacher, Cora Waters. 
Fourth row: Bill Ommen, Lyle Woods, Clifton McCarthy, Mercedes Lutz, Vera 
Byers, Mildred Woods and Iva Kellison. Fifth row: Leonard Kehlbeck, Ancel 
Miller, Mamie Ommen, Cora Smith and Edith Weesner. 


A cecmcetbe entails a en i SL en ee REY 


Pe ORR 
Bie et SG 


watts WS 


Che ee ae 
Front row: 
Carlton, Ir{ Elliott, Harvey Kellison, Lyle Woods, Ommen, Mueller, McCarthy, 
Vernon Shahan, Harry Smith, Carlton, lron Mueller, ?, Glen Anderson, McCarthy, 
Mark Drath, Kehlbeck and Kehlbeck. 
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The third grade of the Bird City Schoo! looked like this in 1921. Some of the 
youngsters shown are: Kenneth Shahan, Dale Venell, Ed Byers, Dorothy Neihaus, 
Hollis Turner, Hester Overturf, Fae Fox, Vivian Bacon, Ethel Rogers, Bernice 
Russel, Ruth Sawyer, Alice Shahan, Lillie Patton, Doris Byers, Carol Shahan, and 
Ted Neihaus. 
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These pictures 
of Bird City in . 


the early 1920's: 


four 
corners of main 


show all 
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Top Row, left to right: Jessie L. Steele, Harold G. Butler, Frank 
C. Dorsey, Floyd F. Shahan, Arthur L. Bowans, Ralph Casford, Ever- 
ett L. Nelsen, Henry Rogers, Geo. H. Theye, Robert Sturges; Second 
Row: Claude C. Allen, Thos A. McNeely, Bernard L. Young, A. C. 
Cochran, Lee H. Patterson, R. E. Day, Andrew E,. Johnson, Arthur C. 
Hamm, Bert Pyle, John Norton; Third Row: Walter Garner, Oscar 
R. Smith, Leonard A. Ross, Louis C. Stunkel, Leon Boersma, Wiley C. 
Deaton, Leonard Dixon, Rex McCarty; Fourth Row: Grover C. Rog- 
ers, Wagner Chas. W. Davis, Henry E. Pelstrom, Leon P. Leisure, Wm. 
E. Long, Chas. J. Leach; Fifth Row: Wm. C. Hulin, John V. Neff, 
LeRoy H. Howk, Albert Ross, Howard Casford, Sidney R. Hooper, 
Edwin L. Powell, Ira E. Cary, Arthur Goings; Sixth Row: Herbert 
Day, Frank Wells, Ralph W. Weaver, Curtis H. Cormack, Ralph G. 
Anderson and David Hayhurst. Listed, but not pictured, John Flynn, 
Henry Payne, Leonard R. Dorsch, Guy E. Allen, John F. Boyd, Clarence 
Marsolf, Hugh Brissenden, Joe S. Cook, H. C. Baker, Roscoe Rogers, 
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Signs Of The Times... 


1917 — 1922: ADS 

Ywo new 1917 Saxon-Six Tour- 
ing cars Regular price ----- 
S14 ,025: Secondhand Studebaker 
six, 7 passenger -.- $445, Hud- 
cOn Super Six, Second banid.c-5 
$2200. Delivered. New Ford Tour: 
i gar of ema $419. 

ery Tami sole the “Battery 
Station 40 Ps ws and Will John- 
son. y 
For sale: Single-comb Rhode 
Island Red eggs for setting .50 
cents a setting or $3.50 per hun- 
dred, Sawyer Bros. : 

For. sale: Barred Plymouth 
Rock hatching eggs $3.00 per hun- 
dred, A. H. Busse. 

Sam. Acw 5. Nichols for money 
for farm loans. 

Farmers’ State Bank will cash 
all grain checks. Buy in Bird 
City; Bank with us. 

Gave to Build; and Build to 
Save, Griffin Lumber co. 

P.P.P. Flour, also Steel Cut 
Corn Meal, Bird City Equity. 

Kk. E. Retzer will have a sale 
Tuesday, March 14, 1022. "tee 
lunch, but please bring your own 
tin cups. 

LOCAL ‘ITEMS; 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Koken and 
daughter, Marjorie, spent sunday 
at the MeInowin home in Bird 
City. 

Orville Witham and family 
were Sunday dinner guests at 
the J. W. Larsons near Wheeler. 

kK. F. Overturf bought a three- 
bottom tractor plow and hauled 
‘tout’ to ‘Haswell, Colorado, 
where W. F. Overturf 1s going lo 
do some breaking with a W atcr- 
i106’ traetor. 

Mrs. Dommy of Atwood trim- 
med hats from Wednesday until 
Saturday at Martha’s Shop in 
Bird City. 

March, 1922 ._- Mr. and Mrs. 
Ilassa Bastin and children of Mc- 
Donald were Sunday guests at the 
Will Venell home. They were 
compelled to stay over for a 
couple days because of the storm 
Sunday afternoon. 


me aT rickett,  D.eke yr 
and wife, Tom Gettle, and Mrs. 
Martha Baker and two hittle 
daughters composed the party 
that left by way of Denver for 
California last Wednesday morn. 
ing. Mr. Gettle will go to ‘Tur- 
lock where his wife is visiting 
her folks. The others will go to 
Whittier where the Bird City 
people are attending school. Mr. 
Henry Greisler was to have been 
a member of the party, but is 
at the bedside of his son-in-law 
Frank Troutt who is in a_ hos- 
pital at Lincoln, Nebraska. 
March, 1922 — Disastrous Fire -— 

Bird City suffers great loss 
Saturday night when the Shahan 
Hardware, Odd Fellows Hall 
and Opera House were totally 
destroyed. The fire started in the 
back part of the Wade Shahan 
hardware store which was on 
the first floor of the 1.0.0.F. 
building. The fire was first dis- 
covered by C. Kolacny of Good- 
land who was~—passing througn 
town in a car on his way home 
from McDonald. Fortunately 
Frank Troutt arrived on_ the 
scene at this time On his way 
home from St. Francis and to- 
gether they gave the alarm. In 
spite of efficient use of water, 
it was impossible to save the 
buildings, so the firemen turned 
their attention to the Griffin 
Lumber yard and other near 
buildings. If it hadn’t been for 
the water, it is hard to tell just 
how much of the town would 
have been burned, 

The cause of the fire is un- 
known, but its course was [a- 
pid for when it was first dis- 
covered by Mr. Troutt and the 
Goodland man the heat was sa 
intense that the window glass 
was broken, Mr. Shahan estimat- 
ed his loss between seventeen 
end eighteen thousand. He Car- 
ried $14,000 insurance. The opcra 
house was estimated at $5,009 
loss. The total loss was about 
$25,000 or $28,000. 


ne 


oo ee ane ame ITE 


7 i. see 
ou al OC! imghivr Wy 
2 has olite) met vhin: bat 
int owt bes wale ertionty. 
ng alt brendrsios Ridge 
11 TVR TO yew vib jis) tert 
Gam vebeonhs i steel gimwiise 
wel oF oy iliw siiieh ov Matt 
sitet et oiw air. gyortw sival 
OF oy TW gisdtie a9 2slin?. 104 
WD BU shi osudw elit yy 
 J0Gice Salbiotls sce alan 
0990 S7EH 6) caw yaleinw) wrisdd 
1 MG. icy iid te sain 4, 
WAL Mobs wir Yo ohiahse ortt jis 
“Oh BM ai on MT Aneyy 
Weeds lassi: tn why 
oT eieritaneit| — sony ayvialh 
HeGl 36 cisllie wid fig 
retin of anscivy digin TAbsplo2 
hh ewellod. pic tevin} 
RIO) gigw segati BG) Tyre 
O11) tt boliate oxi) ONT Lavewesh 
Noe ein ait ty fisy dou 
ho ze dohiw oféfe wird 
443.007 wus 2 «6s0er aa «pel? 
=i 120) ane 42) ody Bathiigd 
OOD Ao vanniont 4 VF Doteyo> 
HGUOWN” Silene gow onw bil 
whl Vint eat oo tk et pera) 
(bucinroa’d 


Minter pp ayy 
a) a6 “ovrns Myort i644 
i At nh gan? eit Jn ayyss 
) bis. Sonle9 9 niow aiftat 


ST este orld tTillon 
MGW WD cay “tisiniilo Yo oir} « 
ow ovo ob aldivgnent znw Si 
OO! pore} wth oe enriMigni 
TW gt ww) gertslie sions 
ot OAT Der Tg giatiai 
wh food eben Ab vepublind 
2st Tp AP feet et dy “otow ott 
GIN sod sely 20. hoerrt -yrmal 
| Hoovtiel ied oval 
YM ghee oth: of}: 40 9gues ‘gat 
KY 2UW Sateen  adr—Tuif eroial 
‘wh te ew 2 HonW qet bry, 
a) biG dimuah VE barpins 
Sic. Phe - SOE Only suey Hoe 
ite wobrby: ory kage 
ee 


sa 


28 aagun ab wsapesat 


* | wee 
; ne 
: > Buk 
“wet xiZ tox 


~~ besd bros ie 5 


tye 
WoT Hivy 


ee ee OOSS2 
‘gf 
erohed’ ott pion Gmet .t 3, - 
“HHO LW bits of "noice 
x Noe 
topes Gin09-steni2 ‘O1he 10 
nid 19g (K.22 10 gpl 
-RYTEE yoy 
borisd ‘else 


B wires, 
hort 


Muouiyt] w't 


MUM 19g 00.2% egey Riilsterl Aso . 


‘eu iA bath 

Conor Ww). elosiapyA hone 
GO oI? sgt 

269 liw olncd oye ‘erent 
Cu ni yay Sl #AI9IIO Nigar ily 
diiw Aawtl «yity 

POT O ovne 
OO Isla AGS) syn8 

i I99)2 galy we 4.44 
“GPA yw feier eM trio’) 

Ge £ oven Lig URI oY 
S971... SSO by th vanbeouT 
UWF THO onied Satie tod lool 
OQU9 gi 
OM AGT JADIOY 

bts nodap YU16H 2a bag WTh 
YONA Jnoqe HIDE Sohued 
but Ak gues (MWe ot 4. 


im? hay Meee yp 
jk Bh poenity VEbMHA sisy 
0 W man 

S930} 8 itgvod tyspayG a ae | 
bolita Line « 

Wsialols 
OS Biting ab-Yruts 
“IIB Gg Mhiy, yeti 


eu 
8! blind bag 


> 


d “maz ob: 
ATS hong a 1) Vineet - bet J 
HR YEhesnbew mig: lei 
Ot qeale sae 


f. 


7 : 
, 
A ’ 


~ T89 Yai. 


YAiies wt “480 be biratey 


Oo two ye 
eg ole > 


5 ¢ 
be ' 
eS se 
’ - | 
» = 
» 
¥ ag 
‘ 
s 
‘2 
s 
iy 
" 
a 
; 
@ 
+ 
al uf ‘ 
i} . i 
‘ a 
Lt 
4 : a 7 
. 
os 
4 ; 


Bird City News Written 


Thirty-Five Years Ago... 


On June 18th Mr. A. Kotas issued No. 1 of the 
Bird City Times. He stated his policy to boost rather 
than knock “promote rather than eniticize.” 

Brick ice cream was selling at 65c a quart at Mc- 
Millen’s Drugstore. The Bird City State Bank was ad- 
vertising that checks were receipts. The Farmers 
State Bank said “Save In Youth and Enjoy Old Age’. 
Kemp’s Market was called the Market Basket. The Bird 
City Equity was selling ice boxes. J. W. Skepper and 
W. T. Rogers had Jand for salle. Snider Garage (had 
good tires. Butch Ernest would feed you and A. H. 
Keever was selling Petens Shoes. W. W. Shahan was 
advertising harness and Kellison’s Garage would store 
your car. Griffin Lumber would help plan your new 
house, The City (Meat Market was tihe place for good 
meat. Harrison Merc. was selling bib overaills. 

iMessens C. R. Howk, A. B. Nickols and E. F. Over- 
turf members of the school board went to Atwood to 
discuss plans for a new school building. 

(Mrs. Mary Sawyer, T. A. Sawyer and family, 
Mr. and Mis. Clank Sawyer and son, Wm. Scheel and 
faynily spent Sunday at the William Fix home. 

Mr. H. S. Koken is building a large and beautiful 
home South of town. The interior will be finished in 
Oak with an open stainway. 

Verne Witham was very much sunpnised when a 
few of this friends came to help him celebrate his 
birthday. Those present were: ‘Mae Larson, Lois Mur- 
phy, Thelma Clark, Veda Wright, Daylon Undierwood 
and Hanry Rambat. 

With harvest half over — study these facts — 
The 3 elevators and Mr. Albert Weaver have bought 
28,500 bu. daily. Up to Wednesday evening 85 cars of 
wheat had been shipped which sold at $1.20 per bu. 
and brought in $153,000.00 into this community. The 
best yield reported so far was on 70 acres yielding 
90 bushels per acre. 

Pastors Ernest Munphy of tihe Methodist Church, 
H. J. Diekhoff of the Grace English Luthenan Church 
and A. G. Brethauer of the Lutheran Church invite 
evenyone to church in Bird City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Cannon are home from a trip 
east. They bought a Hudson coach right at the factory. 
Miss Turner and Mr. Peters came home with them. 

Dr. and [Mrs. Pegg are selling all their personal 
property and going to Colorado. We are mighty glad 
that the Dr. is going to take that much needed rest. 
We are also glad that T. J. Walz, M. D. is in town: 

Young people in our community are attending 
colleges and wniversitys. Veda Wright, Opal Turner, 
amd Patrice Nichols, are attending school in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Raymond Waters and Roy Kite also Lottie 
Dorsch are going to the university in Salina, Adolph 
Lillich is also attending Hebron College preparing 
for the ministry. 

Dr. Walz reports his three cases of typhoid fever 
as coming along fine. They are Guy Long, Bobby Peck 
and tihe Jones boy. 

Movies every Friday and Saturday night at the 
High School. 
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Lindbergh Was Here... 


“Lindy was in Bird City”, ‘“We 


saw the ‘Spirit of St. Louis’.” 
That was the talk on August 31, 
1927 after a large number of 
people gathered on the football 
field at Bird City to see Lind- 
bergh and nis historic “Spirit 
of St. Louis” that had just re- 
turned from its flight across the 
Atlantic. The large group of peo- 
ple stood in a formation on tue 


football field to spell out “wel- 
come’. 
Lindbergh circled tne town 


ves 


Lindbergh Over Bird City — May 1927 


Rs? Be, Bees 


Bird City Folks 
Spelled Out Welcome 


On The Football Field 
twelve times and flew low e- 
nough for the people to get a 


good view of both him and his 
plane. He then proceeded on his 
{light to Denver. 

The reason for Lindbergn’s 
special attention to the folks of 
Bird City was because of his 
association with ‘“‘Banty” Rogers. 
a local resident of this area, 
Lindbergh had spent quite a bit 
of time in Bird City while he 
worked with “Banty”’ as a para- 
chute man. Another memorable 
time for Bird City. 


These two girls’ basketball teams both won trophies the same night. The 
first team (bottom row) went to Phillipsburg and the second team (top row) 
went to Colby. The first team won a first place trophy and the second team won 
a second place trophy on the same night. Girls from the first row and several 
other girls from town went to Wichita March 28-31, 1928, and won second place 
in the National Women’s A. A. U. Tournament. 

Bottom row: left to right: Hazel Fishbeck, Hallie Childers, Thera Waters, 
Mabel Bowans, Rose Lillich, Mildred Feathers, Marie Ward, Maldred Brown, 
Buelah Leach and Margaret Smith. 

Top row: left to right: Vivian Bacon, Carol Shahan, Eulalia Lillich, Vira 
Boyington, Doris Byers, Mary Cuatt, Florence Waters, Wanda Keever, Hester 
Overturf, and Maude Murray. Their coach was Bess M. Cannon. 
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Phil Fishbeck’s swim- 
ming poo} in Bird City in 
1930. This pool was lo- 
cated behind the old 
Cress place, 


_ 


These were the home- 
steaders who still owned 
their homesteads in 1935. 
They are: left to right: 
Ed Weaver, Bill Sawyer, 
Paul Wilkens, H. Weaver, 
O. Igo, Albert Weaver, 
W. W. Shahan and Geo. 
Henry. 
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Twenty-Five Years 


Fisher’s Cash Grocery is sell- 
ing 4 lbs. of prunes for 25 cents, 
G bars of toilet soap 25 cents 
and 3 Ibs. of Crisco at 60 cents. 
The Bird City Theater is showing 
“Little Miss Marker” with Snir- 
iey Temple. 


Tricketts are featuring snecp 
skin coats at $3.49, house dress- 
es 39 cents to 79 cents; 4 buckle 
overshoes at $2.49. O. L. Grif- 
fin has ‘‘Mule-Hide Roofs.” The 
Security State Bank has “A good 
Dargainnwelor, Grocer Jones.” 
Watch the Fords Go By, says the 
John Leach Motor Co, Buy your 
Lee Overalls at Partch’s Cash 
Store. McMillen Drug Store will 
now make its own ice cream. 
Fay Partch is leading the Bird 
City Band since Vernon Shahan 
has moved to Pleasanton, Kansas. 


Weaver Johnson, E. W. Alden. 
Ward Smull, Bernard Young, 
Leroy Howk and J. A. Hanley 
members of the American Legion 
planted 20 trees in the cemetery. 


Population growth of Bird City: 


1932-709; 1933-693; 1934-680 ; 
1935-745. 
Republican River on a ram- 


page Friday, May 30, 1935, es 
{timated $2,000,000. loss to county. 


Ago... 


GOLDEN JUBILEE 
PROGRAM AUG 22-1935 
Registration—Sod House, Ball 
game--Bird City vs. Goodland, 
Grand Parade--‘‘Progress of the 
Prairies,’ Old Fashioned Horse 
tace, Lonesome Joe with guitar 
Selection, Rodeo--Leonard Stroud 
Managing, War Dance--Cheyenne 
Indians, Address--Dr. F._ E. 
Townsend, ‘‘Father of Old Age 
Pensions,” Old Time Dance. 


AIG? +23, "T9S5 

Horse shoe Tournament, 
Concert, Soft Ball game, Histor- 
ical Pageant presented by citi- 
zens of St. Francis, Clay Center 
Comedians of K.M.M.J., Modern 
Dance. 


3ana 


AUG. 24, 1935 

Memorial Ceremony Address 
by Dr. Rarick, Pres. of Ft. Hays, 

Trumpet Solo- Charles Frank- 
lin Evans, Director of St. Fnan- 
cis Band., Parade-“‘Progress of 
the Prairies” Kids Pet Parade, 
Kids Pony Race, Awarding new 
Ford V-8 to lucky winner. Ford 
Rangers Quartet, Square Dance, 
Beautiful Pageant by Bird City. 


iginal mail-bag that 


1888. 


here to St. Francis. 


Taken on Aug. 19, 1933, 
this picture shows Geo- 
rge Henery with the or- 
he 
carried from Bird City 
to St. Francis on Jan. 3, 
it was the first 
mail-bag carried from 
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This picture taken in 1 
and dinner. Bird City’s Kansas Day Program was originated in 1930 by Mrs. C. 
W. Trickett and is still being observed on Jan. 29th of each year. 


lt looks like refreshments were good ona 
fine warm day long ago, just as they are 
today. Pictured here are, left to right: 
Jimmy Lamberton, C. A. Butler, John 
Anderson, Wm. Hurley, Albert 
Robert Cram, Wakeman Woodworth, and 


Charlie Hickman. 
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This picture was taken at 
the J. W. Skepper home in the 
fall of 1919, (left to right) Top 
row: Mary Johnson, Mary Venell. 
Second row: Nancy F. Edwards, 
Phoebe Pegg. Third row: Emma 
Howk, Sarah Witham, Anna J. 


Chepherd, Mrs. Dobbs, Mae 
Smutz, Betsy Lebow and El!mira 
Shahan. 


Bird City Churches... 


The Original 
4 Methodist Church 


Tne first M.-°E: “Pastor” was chased by the M. E. people ana 
Mr. Kelsey: and services were was used continuously until tac 
held in Miss Thorpe’s building, present brick building was 
which later burned down. Mr. built in 1920. The parsonage was 
A. R. Smutz was the first Sun- built in 1920-21. The congrega- 


day School Superintendent and 
continued in that office for many 
years, or as long as he lived. 
A Congregational Church was 
built and later stood idle for the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
some time, it was then- pur. L. A. Munn. 


tional Church was where our pre- 
sent grade scnool building is 


now. The first parsonage is now 


The Pilgrim Holiness 
Church is now located in 
Bird City. It formerly 
was 312 miles West and 
4 miles South of the air- 
port corner. In 1948 it 
was moved into town and 
since then has been one 
of the several very active 
churches in Bird Citv. 
Rev. Gene Whetstone is 
pastor now. 


4 


St. Johns Lutheran 
Church In Bird City 


St. John’s Lutheran Churcn of 
Bird City was organized the 6lv 
of January, 1911 with 6 charter 
members with Rev. Hans Meyer 
Beryiie \-as. Pastor. ,Unti that 
time the small congregation had 
worshipped in the Methcdist and 
Adventist ™Churen “in Bird... City. 

rhe “Church “pictured \' here 


BMT 
- ey > 
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on 
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was dedicated Jan. 16, 1949 with 
hev.'C. N. Andersen as_ pastor 
The present membership is 273 
communicant and 384 baptized 
members. Rev. Ralph Radloff 1s 
pastor at this time; he with his 
wife and 5 dauzhters  haviny 
moved here from Stockton: ill. 
in 1955. 


This Catholic Church 
was built here in 1911. 
Before that time the peo- 
ple worshiped in the St. 
Francis church. There 
were 8 families that were 
members when the 
church was organized, 
with Rev. Vincent CAP. 
There are now 28 fami- 
lies attending with Rev. 
Andrew Hohman CAP. 
The church has recently 
let contracts for the con- 
struction of a new church 
structure. 


Bird City High School... 


In the year 1916, the people of 
Bird City Community realized 
that they had a growing town and 
that there was an urgent need 
for a high school. In the typical 
cooperative spirit which marks 
all worthwhile projects of tdis 
progressive community, a high 
school was organized with the 
first term of high school being 
in 1917. The building was on 
the same grounds as the pre- 
sent school building. The grade 
school occupied the first floor 
which had three rooms, and the 
high school was held on the se- 
cond floor in two rooms. The 
first year, there were no seniors, 
four juniors, five sophomores, 
and three freshmen. The first 
High School Faculty consisted 
of two teachers--Adeline Ro- 
mine, principal, and Helen Has- 
kell. The. first. board of educa- 
tion members were W. G. Lutz, 
Florence Hurley, and E. F. Over- 
turf. 

The subjects taught the first 
year were algebra, geography, 
English, Latin, German, and 
history. Although there was no 
eymnasium, this first high school 
had both a boys’ and a girls’ bas- 
ketball team who faithfully prac- 
ticed out of doors, 

The first graduating class in 
1919 boasted of two girls--Louise 
Trickett and Alice (Trickett) 
Stebbins. The Baccalaureate ser- 
vice for these two sisters was 
held in the Methodist Church 
with Rev. Fred Blanding giving 
the sermon. Commencement ex- 
ercises were held in the old 
theater, known as the opera 
house. Rev. L. A. Sitter, Luther- 
Qn minister, was the speaker. 
This was the beginning of the 
present Alumni Association 
which now numbers 785 mem- 
bers, ineluding the graduates of 
the class of 1960. 


The present high school build- 
ing was built in 1920, at a cost 
of $60,000 with $25,000 spent on 
equipment. The vocational agri 


culture shon was added in 1927. 
The new $67,000 gymnasium was 
completed in May, 1939. 


Normal training, a course of- 
fered to seniors in preparation 
for taking the state examination 
to qualify for teaching in ele- 
mentary grades, was first offer. 
ed in 1920-21. With the raising of 
teaching standards, this course 
was dropped in 1942. The voca- 
tional agriculture program has 
been carried out with marked 
success since 1927. This course 
has been helpful to many wpoys 
who plan to choose agriculture 
for their life career. The com- 
merce courses offer students 
training in tvping, bookkeeping, 
business mathematics, and com- 
mercial law. Vocational home 
economics was added to the 
home economics course and has 
done much to enrich the course. 
Four years of English are now 
cffered in accordance with the 
state recommendations. Speech 
and Latin are also in the currt- 
culum,. Jn following the trends 
of the times, science is assum- 
ing a more and more important 
place in the curriculum witn one 
full-time science instructor, of- 
fering training in physics, chem- 
istry, biology I with plans for 
biology I] for ncxt_ year? Stu- 
dents who .are interested in 
science and or mathematics may 
be well prepared for continu 
ing work in these fields after 
completing the high school cour- 
ses in BCRHS. In the field of 
history, Constitution and Amer- 
ican history are required with 
world history being offered. In- 
dustrial. arts is a popular de- 
partment for students who are 
interested in wood work of var- 
ious phases, including mechan- 
ical drawing, both clementary 
and advanced. 

(fusie also plays a vital part 
in the enjoyment of the school 
work. Girls and boys are given 
the opportunity fo take vocal 
and band with individual lessons 
in both being provided. Choruses 


and band as well as_ soloists 
participate in the district and 
state festivals with many fine 
ratings being earned. A Curist- 
mas program, a concert, and of.- 
tentimes a spring show are giv- 
en by both departments work. 
Ing together. 

Many opportunities are given 
the students to develop tneir 
dramatic talent. Both the seniors 
and juniors present class plays, 
and an all-school play vives op- 
portunity to all classes. BCHRS 
students participate in the Lea- 
gue One-Act play contest each 
Spring. 

The trophy case bears witacss 
to many successful seasons by 
various BCRHS athletic teams 
down throuch the years, 


Two; typirs ‘teams each vear 
compete in the League contests. 
and a spelling team is also sent 
to compete in the League con- 
test. In dramatics, typing, and 
spelling, BCRHS students have 
been unusually suecessful whien 
speaks well for their intitiative 
and determination. 

In 1959-60 school year, boti 


typing teams won the plaques 
al the League contest; the spell- 
ing team won the League plaque; 
and the one-act play cast won 
the League plaque. At the Dis- 
trict Music Festival, BCRHS stu- 
gents won ten “l’s’” in vocal and 
instrumental ‘productions. The 
science department sponsored a 
Science fair. for the | first time 
this year. Projects and demon- 
straticns were presented from 
all the grades and the higit 
school. Approximately 960 pa- 
trons, students, and visitors at- 
tended the science fair and pro- 
nounced it a real success. 

The faculty of 1960 numbers 
nine with one hundred one stu- 
dents enrolled, 

The Library inciudes more 
than 4,000 vclumes with an excel- 
lent list of periodicals. New glass 
Lrick across the west and part 
of the north side of the building 
has improved the lighting and 
reduced the heating problem. Th. 
present members of the board of 
education are Melvin Wright, 
Jack Maring, and Chris Jensen. 
with Mr. Stanley M. Crawshaw 
the high school principal. 


Bird City Grade School... 


On July 5, 1886 the Bird City 
Grade School came into exist- 
ence. Etta Linn was county 
Superintendent at that time, with 
Anna A. Price and Emma J. Day 
the teachers. The school year 
consisted of a 5 months term with 
the teachers drawing a= salary 
of $30.00 a month. The school 
board members at this time were 


C. B. Jewel, director; Max Rich, 


clerk; and HI. D. Wilson, trea- 
surer. There were 216 sections 
in the district in 1886, but by 
1888 there were only 22% sec. 
tions. Added rural schools making 
the difference. 

In 1925 the present grade 
school building was built and 
with an addition in 1951 has ser- 
ved its purpose until recent years 
when the school enrollment has 
forced the building of more 
rooms. The construction now go- 
ing on will again make the 
building adequate until such 


time that enrollment or changes 
in educational methods might 
make it necessary to build a- 
gain. So goes the history of 
any school. 


The line-up of teachers for 
1959-60 school year is as fol- 
lows: 

Principal- John Bottom, Kin- 
dergarten- Mrs. Robert Boersma, 
Ist grade- Mrs. Ina Wilson, 2nd 
erade- Mrs. Guy Long, 3rd grade 
Mrs. Eugene Daniels, 4th grade- 
Mrs. Albertice Anderson, 5th 
erade-Mrs. Kenneth Shahan, 6th 
grade-Miss Dorothy Niehaus, 7th 
erade- Mrs, Oscar Creach, 8th 
erade- Mr. Harold Schmidt, Vo- 
cal Music- Mr. Neal Haisen- 
stein, Instrumental Music-Mr 
Calvin Canniff. 

The School Board Members are 
Clarence Busse-director, Ralph 
Leach - treasurer, and Willis 
Burr- clerk. 


Dee, 20,19197__St. Francis Her 
ald reports Jefferson ‘township 
as over the top in the Red Cross 
drive, listing and following 
names as donors: G. O. Byers, 
Nowy Covson. Ayom. “Genimer 
John Kite, Charles Patterson, 
Ienry Hempler, Harvey Dorsch, 
Leonard Dorsch, Agnes Dorsch, 
V. Wolfe, H. A. Rogers, A.N 
Gebers, Mrs. A. M. Overturf, 
Charles Craft, C. T. Dean, R. A. 


Voorhies, Arnold Holscher, Jonn 
Roesner, Wm, Sturges, E. F. O- 
verturt, J, M. Phipps, J. Pel 
strom, George Kite, Joe Wright, 
Alfred Dorsch, Ralph Dorsch, 
Julia Dorsch, George Dorsch, 
R. C. Goodno, Henry Waider- 
see, Henry Schmeltzer, Dick 
Mueller, Martin Halley, A. J. 
Johnson, Asa O'Donnell, Ray 
Hollenbeck, B. R. Smutz, and 
George Kuhlman, 


The Steam Engine & Thresher Show... 
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When the Antique Engine and Once the last word in farming, 
CHa ex : I Nectar av th oe i aA : 
Phresher Association, Ine. held the steam tractor is bul a mem- 
its tri-state meetings in August 

ite he +i ory or a restored antique; its 
cn the Roy Kite farm near Bird 


a : suceessor, the dicsel or gasoline 
Bird City, Kansas, wide-eyed ; <a 


spectators viewed farm maciin- powered. . tractor, has made i 
ery from the distant past. possible for the farmer to cever 

Many of the old threshing more acres and do it more effi- 
monsters were owned and oper- eiently. 
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Jail is also ldécated in this building. 
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This picture taken by W. C. Boyson was printed in Life Magazine. It shows 
a rotary plow on the Burlington Branch clearing snow from a 1949 snow storm. 
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The Bird City Saddle Club has won many ribbons, trophies and other awards 
in the past, including a beautiful silver tray they won at the American Royal at 
Kansas City, Mo. Pictured here are: left to right: Johnny Eggers, Everett Eggers, 
Glenn Glasco, Millie Glasco, Fred Magley, Viola Cole, Arnold Magley, Vera Mag- 
ley, Rueben Landenberger, Helen Landenberger, Bruce Cole, Arnold Munyon, 
Ed Kasten and Alden Kasten. 
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This Bird City High Schoo! football team was undefeated and unscored on 
in the fall of 1953. They are: front row, left to right: Robert Hinz, Bud Stebbins, 
Elden Forbes, Bill Cress, Bob Sietz and Radean Wright. Second row: George 
Fishel, Hank Weaver, Don Kehlbeck, Dick Boswell, Jay Underwood, Bradley 
Rambat and Johnny Eggers. Top row: Quentin Percival, coach; Jackie Wolfe, 
Kent Sawyer, Clem Wahrman, Jr.; Eugene Lillich, Red Laird, Dale Brethower 
and Dick Wilson, ass‘t. coach. 


Present Day Events... 


Grade School enrollment in 
1960 is 250. Bird City Rural High 
Schoo! is 101. 


A County Church Attendance 
Crusade in 1960 showed the coun- 
ty church membership to be 2,- 
717. March 20th showed that Sun- 
day’s attendance to be 1,481. The 
churches in Bird City at this 
time are: The Bird City Metho- 
dist Church - Rev. James Hol- 
dridge, St. John’s Lutheran 
Church - Rev. Ralph Radloff, 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Churen - 
Rev. Andrew Hohman, Pilgrim 
Holiness Church - Rev. Gene 
Whetstone, Center Bible Church 
- Rev. Harold Petersen. 


Most of the organizations in 
Bird City have been working on 
Civic Improvement projects 
since having Dr. Lackey from 
Kansas State University visited us 
and give some concrete ideas 
as to what needed to be done. 
The Garden Club has worked 
very faithfully on improving 
the appearance of the City 
Park. They planted and land- 
scaped the entrance, using 
some dogwood and pfitzers. Then 
they planted roses around tke 
shelterhouse. They have also as- 
sisted Rev. and Mrs. Holdridge 
in landscaping the parsonage 
yard. 

The City Council_is busy con- 
sidering the type paving to be 
used for the extensive paving 
project the severe winter has 
made it necessary for us to have. 

The City has also started put- 
ting up new street signs which 
were donated by the ‘Trickett 
family in memory of C. W. 
Trickett. 

In January 1960 the Wheat 
Growers Association in Cheyenne 
County showed a membership of 
299. 


The Cheyenne County Teach- 
ers Association held their annu- 
al Board-Teacher banquet in the 
Bird City Legion Hall Saturday 
evening Jan. 30th at 7:00 P.M. 


The ; Tni-Corner Coin Club 


was organized in Bird City im 
January 1960. The first meetings 
were held at the Henry Rine- 
hart home. 

Dist. Deputy Presidents Ver- 
na Hinze and Luke LaRue in- 
stalled the new officers in a 
joint installation of the Rebekah 
and I.0.0.F. Lodges. They were 
assisted by Deputy Grand Mar. 
shalls Etta Harper and Bernard 
Kite. 

Mr. and Mrs, Otto Bunjes of 
Bird City have been selected 
as one of the five Kansas cou- 
ples to be given Master Farmer- 
Master Homemaker recognition 
for 1959. 

The Community Club is having 
the annual ladies night tonight. 
(Mar. 3, 1960) The High School 
will present their one-act play, 
‘(Married at Sunrise’’, directed 
by Mary Gritten. 

The Golf Club will elect offi- 
cers Tuesday, ‘March 15th at 
7:00 at the Legion Hall. 

The Community Chorus under 
the direction of Rev. Ralph Rad- 
loff presented the cantata, ‘Cru- 
cifixion” by John Stainer at the 
High Sehool gym on Palm Sun- 
day at 3:00 P.M. Soloists were: 
Rev. James Holdridge, Mr. Neal 
Hafenstein and Mr. Haske] Lentz. 

Miss Mary Gritten, popular li- 
brian and instructor at BCR- 
HS, has received the highest 
honor that can be bestowed upon 
a Kansas teacher, she has been 
named a ‘‘Kansas Master Teach- 
er” by the Kansas State Teach- 
ers College of Emporia. 

The Student Council sponsored 
a suns. is. waur Lite’, Macy 
Gritten, show at a public as- 
sembly in the High School gym 
Thursday morning, April 14, 
1960. Many letters and telegrams 
received from Miss _ Gritten’s 
friends were read at the as- 
sembly. She also received many 
gifts, including a pen and pencil 
set from the students. 

The 40th annual convention of 
the 6th dist. of the American Le- 
gion and American Legion Auxi- 


liary was held in Concordia, Sat- 
urday and Sunday, April 9th and 
10th. Mrs. Henry Rinehart of 
Sird City Was neminated pre- 
cident of the district tor the coui- 
ing year. Henry was elected as 
a delegate to the National Con- 
vention in Miami, Fla. Oct. 15th 
to 21st. Mrs. Rinehart is also 
a delegate to the National Con- 
vention, 

Feb, 15, 1960 Mr. and. Mrs. 
Leon Brethower’ received the 
Kansas Banker’s Association A- 
ward for outstanding soil conser- 
vation practices. This award is 
presented by the three banks in 
our county including Security 
State Bank of Bird City. 

The Quad L Cafe is advertising 
Turkey and Dressing and Swiss 
Steak for $1.00 on Sunday, Feb. 
14th. 

The Bird City Dry Goods Co. 
has: a. sale on ladies. dresses- 
values to $5.95 on sale for $3.92 
in (March 1960. 

John Deere Day is Feb. 8, 
1960 at Downing Hardware. Free 
lunch, show and prizes. 

Bird City Equity Co-op has 
2 lb. box of Supreme Crackers 
at 49 cents in January 1960. Al- 
so U.S.D.A. choice Beef Swiss 
Steaks- 73 cents a lh. 

Bill Johnson’s Chevrolet ad for 
Jan. 1960 says, “Chevy forges a- 
head’, 

Irom local Electric Co-op Notes 
Feb. 1960 - Joe Horner says: As 
this is written, we have just re- 
ceived another few inches of 
snow. We realize that the far- 
mers need the moisture for 
their crops, but all this snow is 
sure raising cain with our line 
building. At the moment, we 
have 14 separate installations to 
build lines to. They inelude 
farms, oil wells and oil pipe line 
installations. 

The Star Theatre is showing, 
“Bell, Book and Candle” with 
James Stewart and Kim Novak. 

J. C. Gleason Drug (formerly 
McMillen Drug) is advertising 
Coty L’Aimant cologne etc. for 
Valentine’s Day gifts. (Dusting 
powder- $1.75 plus tax) 
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Roy Fisher’s Cash Grocery has 
Bestyet Coffee 65 cents a Ib. 
Also Gold Medal Flour - 10 Ib, 
bag at 97 cents. 

The Bird City Times is now 
edited by Harold Petersen and 
owned by the Hale Publishing Co. 
Mr. Adolph Kotas came to Bird 
City in 1925 and published the 
first Bird City Times. After his 
death in 1952, the paper was sold 
to Mr. and Mrs., Lorrence, Laird. 
They owned and operated the 
printing office until August Ist, 
1955 when Dick Hale purchased 
the paper. In’ August of 1958 
The Bird City Times became a 
part of the Hale Publishing Co. 
with Marie Rinehart acting as 
editor. 

The three 4-H clubs in this side 
of the county are very active. 
They are the Go-Getters, The 
Happy Larks and The Jayhawk- 
ers. 

Mir. Bert Childers’ recently 
purchased the Hughes corner 
and is erecting a Dairy King. 

Griffin Lumber Co. has a paint 
sale on now, Sewall Shield White 
Paint- 35.89 a gal. 

Kemp- Carpenter Eievator has 
seed corn, Steckley’s Genetic Gi- 
ant and Old Nicks Hybrids. 

Dr. Ross Jewell is now prac- 
ticing medicine in the hospita} 
building. (When Dr. Law left, it 
took 2 years to replace him. 
Needless to say, the people of 
Bird City were glad to see Dr. 
Jewell come in Oct. cf 1959.) 
Gene Anstey, DC is still practic- 
ing in Bird eCity 

Graduates of BCRHS in college 
this year are: Neil Hamm- 746, 
Rex Glasco and LeRoy Hinkel- 
"01, Bradley Rambat and Eugene 
Lillich- ’54, Dale Brethower and 
Don Shahan- 755, Leon Kauff- 
man and Caroline Bowans- ’d6, 
Kay Chapman, Janice Lillicn, 
Roger Hinz and Vonda Kehlbeck 
"D7, Rodney Shay, Pat Wahrman, 
Judy Leach, Margretha Radloff, 
Leanna Long and Sue IHinz- ’538, 
and David Sunderland, Connie 
Bartlett, Jerry Kehlbeck, Larry 
Willis, Beth Overturf, Peggy Leo- 
wans, Kurtis Frevert and Joam 
Traxler- ’59. 


™ 
Pe 
6 We 
‘ sop 
* we ae? 
Pe es 
eS 
ae 
Y Pega* 
t Sag i Bie Pi, ; 
; \ 5 


These men are antici- 
pating the big Diamond 
Jubilee with great en- 
thusiasm. They are: front 
row: Max Chap man, 
Richard Stunkel, Don 
Cress, Roy Fisher, and 
Gene Hilty. 

Second row: Howard 
Sawyer, Grover Rogers, 
Ed Byers, George Wel- 
sch, Francis Hoyt and 
Gene Eller. 

Back row: Irvin Hopp, 
Quentin Percival, J. C. 
Gleason, Skeet Under- 
wood, Hank Rinehart, 
Don Vallin and Olie 
Patterson. 


TEACHERS MEETING 
The following perso’s were on 
the program at a teachers meet- 


ing; in Bird City in January 
1895: C. E. Curry, May Phelps 
Murry O. Kilmer, E. T. Howell, 


This is how some of 
the Bird City men looked 
back in 1935 when Bird 
City was celebrating 
their Goiden Anniversary 
They are: left to right: 
Ollie Griffin, Floyd Gall- 
agher, Faye Partch, Ken- 
neth Sraith, Bill Venell 
and Ed Byers. 


Here is the old and 
the new of it as far as 
cars go; Grover Rogers 
model A Ford in contrast 
with Johnson Chevro- 
let’s 1950 model Chevy. 
Also pictured is Grover 
Rogers, Bird City’s faith- 


ful water commissioner. 
May Foster, Clarence Smuty, 
L. D. Hotchkiss, eWalrk. pCucry, 
Mary Donnelly, Mrs. E, C. 


Phelps, Otto Curry, Dora Kemp, 
M. P. Meek, J. A. Brown ard 
Feari Wilson. 
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The Diamond Jubilee 


By Amy Eggers and Ollie Underwood 


And now it’s 1960; 

Time really rushes by 

With atom bombs, sateilites and 
Missiles in the sky. 


Our world is spinning, spinning 
Advancing O, so fast 
Radar and television 
Will soon be in the past. 

4 
The world affairs keep changing 
So our city changes, too. 
Especially our men folks 
With beards of every hue. 


And look at all our pretty girls 
With dresses long and wide 
Their lovely hats and _ bonnets 
Would please most any bride. 


This is our city’s birthday 

We’re seventy-five years old 

The praise and honors we have 
won 

Will never all be told. 


Remember the fall of ‘53? 

Now who could ask for more? 

Our football boys won every 
game 

Their opponents didn't score. 


Our schools are still the very 
best 

With enrollment on the boom 

We’ve started another addition 

Each class needs more room. 


Our churches welcome everyone 
The doors are opened wide 
So enter in--we know you'll win 
With Jesus oy your side. 


This is our Diamond Jubilce 
We’re glad to be alive 

We hope you'll ail be with us 
In nineteen-eighty-five. 


That will be our Centennial 
We hope we have more room 
But if it gets too crowded here 
We’ll see you on the moon! 
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Towers Over The 
Bird City Skyline 


The Equity Elevator 


Main Street Today — Looking North 
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Note of Appreciation: 

The Committee from the Nauti- 
lus Club is deeply grateful for the 
many pictures, old news items and re- 
search that the people of Bird City 
have done. 

For this we are indeed Thankful 
and it is with regret that, due to space 
limitations some of the pictures and 
facts could not be used. 

The Committee 


Looking East 
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